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The Story of the Christian Church. By George R. Crooks, 
D.D., LL.D. New York: Eaton & Mains, 1898. Pp. 
xiii + 604. S3-S0. 

This volume, reproduces in an enlarged and revised form the 
lectures given by the late author to his classes in Drew Theological 
Seminary. In important respects it makes a worthy handbook of 
church history. The style is lucid. The standpoint is conservative, 
but not in the most ultra sense. A judicial spirit is in general mani- 
fest in dealing with the data falling within the field of vision. 

As a detraction from the serviceableness of the treatise may be 
mentioned the failure to reach the later church history. With the 
exception of the single topic of Arminius and the Arminian move- 
ment, the subject-matter ends with the close of the sixteenth century. 
This fact may be no serious objection to one who has a well-filled shelf 
of ecclesiastical histories ; but of course it does limit the acceptability 
of the volume to those who think that they have room for only a com- 
pendium or two. 

We judge that the personal interest of the author was a prominent 
factor in determining the relative amount of space assigned to differ- 
ent topics. Among the most adequately treated are the following : 
The organization of the church in the apostolic era, the view enter- 
tained of Sunday as the sacred day of Christianity, the apostolic 
Fathers, the Arian and christological controversies, Wycliffe, Huss, 
Savonarola, and the Protestant reformers. On the other hand, only a 
few pages are devoted to the rise of the papacy ; scarcely two consecutive 
sentences are awarded to the administration of Innocent III, the most 
powerful exponent of ecclesiastical monarchy in the Middle Ages ; a 
brief note is assigned to the rise and early history of monasticism ; 
such themes of post-Reformation Romanism as the Jesuits and the 
council of Trent receive each but a few lines ; and the history of the 
Protestant movement in the Romance nations is hardly touched. The 
best that can be said is that the omissions, by providing extra space 
for the favored topics, have contributed to the satisfactory treatment 
which these have received. 

The absence of novelty in most of the author's conclusions leaves 
us little motive to review individual points. We are prompted, how- 
ever, to confess that, after reading the candid account of the patristic 
and early Protestant conception of Sunday, we were poorly prepared 
for this sentence : " The first expounder of what we hold to be the 
true doctrine of the Christian Sabbath was the Rev. Nicholas Bownde, 
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an English Puritan." The grounds alleged in support of the view, 
thus traced back to the Puritan minister who wrote at the end of the 
sixteenth century, strike us as being precarious, not to say plainly 
arbitrary and artificial. 

In spite of the judicial spirit which generally distinguishes the 
volume, it contains a few instances of statements that must be pro- 
nounced too broad. Some qualification ought assuredly to be imposed 
upon the following sentences : " The Holy Ghost had thus far 
[before Pentecost] only temporarily and sporadically visited the world 
to enlighten specially favored individuals." "Jewish Christianity was 
Jacobean or Petrine in its spirit ; Gentile Christianity Pauline." " The 
spirit was spoken of [A. D. 100-325] as an effluence from God, and 
was only later conceived as a person." 

We should not fail to add that the hearty sympathy of the writer 
with a spiritual ideal of religion combines with the other excellencies 
to make his treatise interesting and edifying. The sacerdotalist, it is 
true, will not enjoy it. A twinge of resentment will probably disturb 
his mind when he comes across the declaration that " the loss of the 
idea of the priesthood of the people was the first great apostasy." 
But not many others will find any considerable occasion for the con- 
tracted brow and the disapproving gesture as they peruse the pages of 
the volume. H c Sheldon. 

Boston University. 



The Origin and Early History of Christianity in Britain, 
from its Dawn to the Death of Augustine. By Andrew 
Gray, D.D. London : Skeffington & Son ; New York : 
James Pott & Co., 1897. Pp. xxxv+143. gi.20. 

The Beginnings of English Christianity, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Coming of St. Augustine. By W. E. Collins, 
M.A. London: Methuen & Co., 1898. Pp.209. 3s. 6d. 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury and His Companions. By 

Father Brou, S.J. London: Art and Book Co., 1897. 

Pp. viii+188. 6s. 

In A. D. 597 — thirteen centuries ago — Augustine landed on the 

island of Thanet, sent by Pope Gregory to convert the Anglo-Saxons. 

The Roman Catholics and Anglicans have been engaged in the joyous 

celebration of this thirteenth century. It has been the occasion of 

numerous treatises concerning early Christianity in Britain and the 



